Trisomy 6 as a primary karyotypic aberration in hematologic disorders.
We identified seven patients with hematologic disorders and trisomy 6 as the sole karyotypic aberration in bone marrow aspirates or unstimulated peripheral blood. Five patients were male and two were female; all were adults with ages ranging from 22 to 74 years. Three of the seven patients presented with manifestations of peripheral cytopenia. Their bone marrows were hypocellular with slight or no dysplastic changes and without an increase in blasts. One of these patients subsequently developed acute myeloid leukemia (AML-M1). The four remaining patients were initially diagnosed with AML--three consistent with French-American-British classification of M1 and M4 in the fourth patient. These results suggest that trisomy 6 is a nonrandom primary numerical anomaly of myeloid disorders. The association of cytopenia and hypoplastic bone marrow with trisomy 6 may constitute a new, distinctive variant among myelodysplastic syndromes.